X-ray showed swelling of the whole shaft of the proximal phalanx with thinning of the cortex and a pathological fracture (Fig 1) . Biopsy showed the classical features of osteoclastoma ( Fig 2) . Operation (22.2.63): A soft jelly-like tumour was removed and replaced by a cancellous bone graft inside the cortical shell (Fig 3) .
Comment
Both the age of this patient and the site are unusual. Schajowicz (1961) found no cases under 10 years old, but mentioned 10 cases under 10 reported by Triffaud (1956) . He cast doubt on the diagnosis of these and considered that they might be variants and not true giant cell tumours. Dr H A Sissons considered that the tumour in the present case was a benign chondroblastoma, although the feature of new bone formation was unusual. Dr Sissons passed the tumour to the British Empire Cancer Campaign Bone Tumour Panel: the consensus of opinion was that the tumour was very hard to classify more accurately because it had the features of benign chondroblastoma, aneurysmal bone cyst and giant cell tumour.
